T he articles that make up this special theme issue on human dignity were prepared initially for a symposium titled "Human Dignity, Narrative Integrity, and Ethical Decision Making at the End of Life" that took place in St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador, in June, 2004. The symposium was made possible through an investigator award and an accompanying operating grant I received from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research.
This symposium was something of a bold experiment in that it involved bringing together academics, researchers, and practitioners from a broad range of disciplinary backgrounds. Some of the presenters had worked extensively on human dignity in their previous work, while others had not taken up the subject before. It was my hope that this latter group would bring fresh perspectives to the discussion; I was not disappointed. In addition, I was fortunate to attract three leading scholars of international repute to serve as respondents to the papers that were presented during the symposium. The commentaries by Rebecca Dresser, Arthur Frank, and Ruth Macklin serve to tie together the various lines of argument that emerged during the symposium.
Early in the planning process the editorial board of Journal of Palliative Care agreed to publish papers from the symposium, provided the papers made it through the peer review process. This meant, however, that the authors needed to prepare their manuscripts for peer review in advance of the symposium, which made it impossible for them to include insights gained from the symposium discussions. Hence, we have offered authors an opportunity to add brief "afterthoughts" in which they can express further reflections on the topic in light of the exchange of ideas.
This issue of Journal of Palliative Care provides fresh insights to the concept of human dignity, especially as that notion pertains to end-of-life decision making. We are pleased that the editorial board of the journal has offered this issue as a vehicle to advance our understanding of this fundamental moral norm.
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